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SPOTLIGHT INTERN: Where Are They Now?

Tolupe “Tolu” Oyetunde was one of the first Providence School Out-
reach interns, starting in Spring 2015. Here, she shares what she learned
during her internship and where she has gone since then.*

What college did you attend? Whatde- ...
gree did you go for and what was your
major?

“l atended Portl a
and earned my Bac
Community Health
Heal t h) . *

Why did you choose that major? Can
you discuss your path to choosing that
major?

“When | was i n mi
that | would beco
coul d open hol id
who were orphans \
HI V/ Al Ds epi demi c? &
treated. I ant ed

a pediatrician to
garding access to
vices and educaton
my nee track as an underg
medi ci ne. My counselor re
tor was deeply rooted in
sat in my frst public he
terial. I was fnally abl
That is how | stumbl ed i

Are you a first-generation college student?

“Yes, | am the frst person in my fami/|
frst Graduate student in my family."”

Continued on foll owi ng* PROVIDENCE

* Interview edited slight for brevity. Health & Services
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“I'love and have a deep
appreciation for my role at
Providence...I believe this
internship laid a strong
foundation for my public
health career.”

What type of projects and tasks did you work on during your
internship with Providence? What did you like about them?

“My role as an intern at Prov
t obacco program (Rebels With
occupaton programs in three |
sponsi ble for organizing and

tobacco actvites, planning ar
vel opment and | eadership trai
created a Rebels program trai
ment report for stakeholders

the youth. Toward the end of

tate coll aboraton between Rect
ment and community pPabtacemns t
policies and initatves. I | ov
for my role at Providence. Th
community health educaton | ot
tunity to directly apply what
i nto practce. | was able to ¢t
crete skills that | stll Dbene
ship Iaid a strong foundaton

What stood out to you during your time here at Providence?

“How much my supervisor was i

professional devel opment . My
asked me what | wanted out of
that | wanted to devel op. I v
and encouraging feedback. She
to develop my |l eadership and public speaking ski

ment or .

After your internship, where did you go? What did you do?

“Right afer my internship, I moved to Philadel ph
wor ked with a nonproft, Heal th Promoton Counci |,
tor for the Advocacy Insttute. As a certfed heal
families obtain afordable insurance through Medi
Care Act. |l also had the privilege of working wi
vocacy I nsttute Wor king with Al, | was able to

powered and educated to make sustainabl e changes
nity, and soci al media advocacy. Afer my Ameri Co
gram consultant for the Urban League of Phil adel
Advocacy Insttute Al umni Coobas edptrrmofnt ,1 Caylcd @ St &
focused on promotng a need forndeme name kamel s D
May , | decided to |l eave the workforce and return
Gl obal Heal th at the University of Pennsylvani a

lic Health Initatves.”’
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Did your experience with Providence help guide you to where you are now? If yes, how?

“Yes. As | explained earlier, my internship at P
Afer my internship, so many doors were opened fo
Ameri Corps positon in PHMC because of my work wi
wor king with youth and tobacco preventon and con
grateful to the Providence School Outreach progr

What kind of advice would you have for starting your career?

“Be open to |l earning new things and fexible in vy
work the hardest to | ay your foundaton. This pas
ence and to chall elf to acquire
skills that woul d { R e 1 TR
future. Partciopat

opment wor kshops t-'

you. Al so, one thi

being beter at t ak

cause | don’t Want._

in my career.

What advice do you have for college stu-
dents?

“Net wor k, Net wor k6 geEss
ing “network is ydal &
accurate. Find =$o,g.;;"*'“"‘

tes (internships, :
your feld and reach out.
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have goten
al most every opportunity bymeanigfalcbnngcoonst oMpeop
cal; if you don't have a mentor in your feld, tr

Has there been anything unexpected or surprising about your education and/or career journey?

“Everything!! |1 never expected to work in tobacc
wor k with high school students for many years. I
vania. The | ist goes on. |l am so happy that | to
reach I nternship. |l now joke that | don’t make ¢
plan doesn’t happen, God’'s beter version is what
Where do you see yourself in the next 5-10 years?

“$4ee myself earning a Ph.D. i n Gl obal Public Hea
cy. | also see myself working in a | eaders-prpfto

Cycle Sisters to rural areas in Nigeria.



